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We are excited to announce that our parish is 
creating a new directory. We know that the new 
directory will be a memorable keepsake and will 
help our families to know one another and draw 
closer together. This is especially important to new 
families that are coming to our church. We want 
every family to participate so that w e can have a 
complete and up-to-date directory. We want 
everyone to be sure to participate so that this will be 
our finest directory ever! First Choice Resources 
will be calling on you to make an appointment. Be 
sure to take that call and make room in your busy 
week to have your picture taken for our directory. 
 
Donut Sale to Support Boy Scout Eagle Project! 
My name is Jack Funck and I am a member of  
St. Ann’s Boy Scout Troop. I am working on my 
Eagle Scout Project which is installing three 
outdoor exercise stations at the YWCA. We will be 
selling Krispy Kreme Donuts after the 10:30am 
Mass, TODAY, May 4th to raise funds to pay for 
some of the project supplies (concrete, stone sign) 
Thanks for your support! 

 
Collection Status Report – 

700 registered families 
 
Week ending, April 27, 2008 
Sunday Offering 149 envelopes   4,583.00 
Children’s Offering 3 envelopes         3.00 
Sunday Offering loose cash         1,601.35 
Weekly              6,187.35 
        
   
YTD        449,031.18  
Budget             397,692.24            
+/-                    +51,338.94 
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Building Update    
Capital Campaign Committee 

Clay Presley, Capital Campaign, Chairman      704-907-7914 claywork@aol.com 
Tom Mathis, Building Committee Chairman    704-541-0858 tmathis3@carolina.rr.com 
Cheryl Sutton, Prayer Team                               704-375-5482 Rsutton4@carolina.rr.com 
Jeff Rothe, Communications/Marketing            704-342-3400 jrothe@SELMARQ.com 

 
Through the intercession of St. Ann we humbly place our plans for the building of a new church before our Lord: 
seeking unity within our diversity, the increase of faith within our fears, the blessing of wisdom in our  
deliberations, and the mind of God in our decisions.

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

Alleluia!  Our Lord is Risen!  Today the Church commemorates the Ascension of our Lord into Heaven 40 
days after His resurrection from the dead.  Our Lord’s Ascension is the final act of our redemption that He 
began on Good Friday with His passion and death on the cross.  The Gospels of Mark and Luke (cf. Mk 16:19, 
Lk 24:51, as well as Acts 1:9-11) attest that our Lord ascended bodily into Heaven in the sight of the apostles.  
This is a central tenet of our faith and is something that we profess every Sunday in the Creed. 
 

Our Lord’s Ascension is important to us because it foreshadows our own entrance into Heaven.  The 
Ascension is our reminder that we will not exist simply as bodiless souls in Heaven, but that we will receive 
glorified bodies after the resurrection of the dead at the Final Judgment.  The beauty of the Ascension is that it 
shows us that Jesus not only offered salvation to our souls when He redeemed us, but that He also began to 
restore the material world itself to the glory that God intended before the fall of Adam and Eve. 
 

Traditionally, the Ascension of the Lord has been celebrated on Thursday (hence the name “Ascension 
Thursday”).  This, of course, was due to the fact that the 40th day after Easter Sunday fell on Thursday.  
However, in order to make it possible for more Catholics to participate in the Mass for this feast, in some 
dioceses (including the Diocese of Charlotte), the feast has been transferred to Sunday. 
 

I also want to tell you about something new that you will be seeing at some of our Masses at St. Ann’s.  In 
2004 when Bishop Jugis promulgated liturgical norms for our diocese, he encouraged parishes to use 
communion plates when distributing Holy Communion at Mass so as to avoid the danger of a host or some 
fragment of it falling to the floor.  Through the generosity of two of our parish families, new communion 
plates have been purchased for St. Ann’s, and we will begin using these on the Feast of Corpus Christi (May 
25).  In addition to complying with the wishes of our bishop, these plates are meant to remind us of what we 
believe about the Eucharist: that it is truly the body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ.  As such, it is of 
utmost importance that we treat the Eucharist with the greatest reverence and care. 
 

We will begin by using the new communion plates at weekday Masses and at the 8 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 
Masses on Sundays.  Eventually, I hope to use them at all Masses.  We are now in the process of training our 
altar servers on how to position the plates under your chins (if you receive Holy Communion on the tongue) or 
under your hands when you come forward to receive Holy Communion.  Please be patient with our altar 
servers as they learn how to do this skillfully and unobtrusively! 
 

In the peace of our Risen Savior, 
 

 
Fr. Reid 
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Sister Helene Nagle, SSJ ends 17 wonderful years as Principal of St. Ann Catholic School. Please join the 
St. Ann Catholic School Community as we host a celebration for Sr. Helene Nagle, SSJ on Saturday, May 17th 
here at our church at 4:30pm. The celebration will honor Sister Helene for her 17 wonderful yeas as principal of 
our school. She will step down from her role as principal at the end of the current school year. After Mass a 
dinner celebration will be held in the Monsignor Allen Center. To RSVP or for more information contact  
Shelly Earnhardt at shelley@carolina.rr.com. 
 
DIAPER DRIVE DURING THE MONTH OF MAY!!! Help and honor Mom's and their babies by donating 
diapers and wipes for Room At The Inn, a Pro-Life maternity and aftercare program for pregnant women here 
in Charlotte. Drop your donation off in the crib set-up in the back of the church. Contact Danielle Mathis at 
704-541-0858 for questions. 
 
From Your Respect Life Committee... Did you know that the Catholic Church is not opposed to all stem cell 
research? Did you know that NFP is not the rhythm method? Did you know that there is such a thing as "dying 
with dignity"? During the month of May, take the opportunity to educate yourself on the truth about our 
Catholic teachings on these questions and other important Respect Life issues. Information will be located on 
the table in the back of the church. Please take one and read it, then pass it on to a friend!!   
 
The Moral Alternative to Contraception. An Introduction to Natural Family Planning (NFP) will be 
presented by Judy Townsend, Thursday, May 15th from 7-8:30pm in Classroom 1&2. Judy is a trained 
counselor and instructor of Natural Family Planning and will share her expertise. Natural Family Planning is an 
effective means for planning and preventing pregnancy and is the ONLY method condoned by the Church. 
Couples are highly encouraged to attend! 
 
 

 

Let’s go to Canada! What an exciting celebration! Make plans now to see one of the 
oldest pilgrimage sites in North America.  Saint Anne-de-Beaupre Shrine! Last December an 
invitation was sent to all parishes whose patron is Saint Anne to plan pilgrimages in order to join a 
special celebration in honor of St. Anne and the shrine dedicated to her on the weekend of  
October 11-12, 2008 (Columbus Day weekend).  Our parish has decided to join in the festivities 
and Fr. Reid is planning a pilgrimage!  The tentative schedule is to leave Charlotte on Wednesday, 
October 8, and fly into Montreal.  The first two days of the pilgrimage will be spent touring 
Montreal and all of its beautiful churches, including the Oratory of St. Joseph.  The tour group will 
then travel to Quebec City on the October 10 for the weekend celebrations.  The group will then 
make their way back to Montreal on October 13, visiting various sites including the burial place of 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha, and then return to Charlotte on October 14.  Sign up today! Be a part 
of this great trip! Any questions call the church office! 
 Check out the flyer in the vestibule with all the information! Make plans now to join us! 
 



 4 

 
St. Ann Catholic Church

Masses 
Sunday, May 4, 2008 
Ascension of the Lord 
Capital Needs and On Going Improvement 
Collections, Food Collection 
8:00am Mass Intentions of Michael Bernard Jr. 
by the Bernard family 
10:30am Mass Intentions of St. Claire Howren 
by the family 
12:30pm Mass Intentions of our parish family 
 
Monday, May 5, 2008 
7:00am Mass +Bernard Lavery 
by Ann Lavery 
 
Tuesday, May 6, 2008 
7:00am Mass +Paul Robyn Tobin 
by the Sullivan family 
 
Wednesday, May 7, 2008 
5:15pm Holy Hour 
6:15pm Mass Intentions of G.J. Catalano 
by the Catalano family 
 
Thursday, May 8, 2008 
7:00am Mass Intentions of Heather Ward 
by the Basse family 
 
Friday, May 9, 2008 
7:00am Mass Intentions of Michael Hutta 
by the Basse family 
 
Saturday, May 10, 2008 
8:00am Mass Ritta Beall 
by Helen and Bill Hall 
3:00pm Confessions 
4:30pm Mass Intentions of our parish family 
 
Sunday, May 11, 2008  
Pentecost, Mother’s Day 
8:00am Mass +Bertha Lejk and Theresa Csordas 
by the Lejk family 
10:30am Mass Intentions Heather Martin and baby 
by Marcy Rothe 
12:30pm Mass +Mothers of Virginia and Jack 
Doman 
by Virginia Doman 

Monday, May 12, 2008 
7:00am Mass +Michael Silecchia 
by the Grant family 
 
Tuesday, May 13, 2008 
7:00am Mass +Susan Catalano 
by Kim and Sallie Catalano 
 
Wednesday, May 14, 2008 
4:15pm Children’s Holy Hour 
5:15pm Holy Hour 
6:15pm Mass +D.J. Medairy 
by Ginny and John Heckmueller 
 
Thursday, May 15, 2008 
7:00am Mass Intentions of Richard Bernard 
by the Bernard family 
 
Attention all men!  Fr. Matthew Kauth will be 
giving a talk to men on Pope John Paul II's 
Apostolic Letter On the Dignity and Vocation of 
Women at St. Ann's on Friday, 9 May 2008.  The 
evening will begin with dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
follow with the talk at 7 p.m.  All men 18 and older 
are invited to attend. 
 
Congratulations to all of our First Communion 
students who made their First Communion on 
Saturday, May 3rd at 11:00am. Our prayers are with 
you and your families. Congratulations!!! 
 
We need YOU! We need volunteers for our 
Nursery at the 10:30am Mass on Sundays. Please 
call Danielle Stallings at 704-504-9042 to help with 
this ministry. Lots of hands really do lighten the 
load! 
 

 As we look at our lives and the 
many ways God has blessed us, let us give back a 
proportionate gift to the DSA as a way of saying 
thank you to the Lord. God will never be outdone in 
generosity.  
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St. Ann Activity Calendar 
Sunday, May 4th 
Ascension 
Food Collection Sunday 
Capital Needs and  
On Going Improvement Collection 
9:00am Bible Study 
3:00pm Hmong Service 
6:30pm Men’s Club 
 
Monday, May 5th 
6:30pm NA 
7:00pm Scouts 
7:00pm St. Ann’s Women’s Society meeting 
7:30pm World Rosary 
 
Tuesday, May 13th 
9:00am Ceramics 
 
Wednesday, May 7th 
5:15pm Holy Hour 
7:30pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Hispanic group 
 
Thursday, May 8th 
7:00pm Bingo 
7:00pm choir 
 
Friday, May 9th 
6:00pm Hispanic group 
6:30pm ConQuest! 
 
Saturday, May 10th 
9:00am Carmelites 
9:00am AA 
11:00am NA 
2:30pm Baptism 
Church office closed 
4:30pm Baptism 
Baptism 
 
Sunday, May 11th 
Pentecost 
PICTURES! 
Mother’s Day 
9:00am Bible Study 
Church office closed 
3:00pm Challenge 

 
 
Monday, May 12th 
PICTURES 
6:30pm NA 
7:00pm Scouts 
7:30pm World Rosary 
 
Tuesday, May 13th 
9:00am Ceramics 
 
Wednesday, May 14th 
4:15pm Children’s Holy Hour 
5:15pm Holy Hour 
7:00pm Parish Council 
7:30pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Hispanic group 
7:30pm St. Vincent de Paul Society meeting 
 
Thursday, May 15th 
6:30pm Finance Council 
7:00pm bingo 
7:00pm choir 
 
Friday, May 16th 
3:00pm School  
6:00pm St. Ann’s Women’s Society Craft night 
6:00pm Hispanic group 
6:30pm ConQuest! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Please consider being part of our Music 
Ministry family.  All interested singers are 
welcome.   No experience is necessary and 
you do not need to be able to read music -- 
all you need is the availability and 
willingness to rehearse, learn and work hard 
in order to help support this important and 
excellent parish ministry!  Join us now 
before we break for the summer.   
 
IMMEDIATE NEEDS:  sopranos, basses, 
cantors and organists. 
 
“It is through the ministers of music that the 
joy of our faith, the lament of our mourners, 
the cry of the poor and the great hymns of 
thanksgiving resonate to the throne of God.” 
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St. Ann’s Women’s Society. Mission: Catholic 
women providing a light to our parish and 
surrounding community by service, prayer and 
fellowship. “lighting up the community one hand at 
a time.” All women of our parish community are 
welcome. Meetings are the first Monday of the 
month at 7pm and our Prayer Team meets the first 
Saturday of the month at 9am. For information 
email stannwomen@gmail.com or call              
Chris Brunhuber at 704-540-9252. 
 
YOUTH GROUP NEWS: The St. Ann's Youth 
Group is comprised of middle school students and 
high school students. Our monthly meeting is 
typically held in the Msgr. Allen Center from 4:30-
6:30pm. We also participate in service activities 
within our parish and community. Questions?  
Please call Dottie Sue Fowler at 704-679-3832.  
 
Help Stamp Out Hunger by participating in the 
National Association of Letter Carrier’s Food Drive 
on Saturday, May 10, 2008. Place a bag of canned 
goods or non-perishable food times at your mailbox 
that morning. Your letter carrier or a volunteer 
working with your carrier will pick up the food you 
have donated that day. Food collected in Charlotte 
will be donated to Loaves & Fishes and Second 
Harvest Food Bank. 

 
 
 
World Rosary, Monday, May 5th in the church cry 
room at 7:30pm. Please call Ann Layman for details 
704-525-3519. All are invited to attend. 
 
Mark your calendars for every Tuesday and 
Saturday 9:00am for Ceramics. Any questions call 
Bob at 704-523-1182. 
 
Please keep all of our servicemen and 
servicewomen in your daily prayers. 
Louis Cragg, US Navy,  
Jaron White, Navy, USAF   
Jared E. Yankech, 1st Lt. USAF,   
Academy, LTJG Michael P. Bernard, Jr., USN 
Todd MacDonald 1st class Petty Officer, US Navy, 
Ted MacDonald Sgt. US Marines,  
Richard Beard A.F. National Guard,  
Cmdr. Laurence Kuhn, MD US Navy,  
Austin Timm Montana National Guard 
Corp. Justin David Schoonover 
 
Please pray for: (in our parish): Ryan Nguyen, 
Mimi Gibson, Katie Sloan, Gerry Buening, Gladys 
Cavallone, Dan DeHority, Gerald Dugan, Jane 
Grist, Bill Hall, John Halmans, Esther Lapham, 
Richard P. Morency, Kate Mulkey, Helen Norton, 
Bill Prall, Jo Prall, Dolly Ballaro, Odett Ramsey, 
Alice Roth, Nellie Lopez, Don Millard, Catherine 
Silverthorne, Patrick Yaeger, Cecilia Gaffney, 
Louis Pagan, Geraldine Hossenlopp, Mary Murphy, 
Ana Troppoli, and Jeff Edmond. (and among our 
relatives and friends: Jack Broxterman, Leon 
Wiltsey (father of Lorelle Grant), Shannon 
McNelis, Maryanne Dale, Pat McLaughlin (friend 
of Cathy Yankech), Joseph Yankech (brother-in-
law of Cathy Yankech),  John J. Eichorn, and 
Phillip D. Scruggs (friends of Charles Williams), 
Ruth Faure (friend of Nancy Tota), Kathy Luke 
Wenzt (nephew of Pat and Jim Rebol), Deanna 
Case (mother of Brenda Eckmair), Patty Hunter, 
and Maureen Hunter (daughters of Margaret Hunter 
and sisters of Karen Ponischil). 
 
Please pray for our friends who are 
incarcerated: Tony Abernathy, Kevin Wilbur, 
Kyle Aranjo, Aaron Estes, and Kirk Silvia. 
 

 
The St. Ann’s Women’s Society and the 
Circle of Hope are collecting food for the 
pantry of the Presbyterian Children’s Hospital. 
They are in need of individually wrapped 
snacks for the children and their families 
such as chips, crackers and juice drinks. 
There is a box in the vestibule for you to drop 
off the snacks! Thank you for your help with 
these children this year!  
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Faithful Citizenship Resources are available for 
the US Catholic Bishops…The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) provides 
a wide variety of “faithful citizenship” resources on 
the website www.faithfulcitizenship.org (en 
Espanola www.ciudadanosfieles.org). The website 
includes the text of the U. S. Catholic bishops’ 
statement “Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility for 
the Catholic Bishops of the United States.”  
*We also have copies of the “Voter’s Guide for 
Serious Catholics” in the narthex. Please pick up 
one to read! 
 
Announcing the 23rd annual Fatima Peace 
Pilgrimage:  July 16 – 29, 2008 Celebrating the 
91st anniversary of Our Lady’s appearance in 
Fatima, Portugal. Join Fr. Christopher Roux and  
Fr. John Putnam as they lead this beautiful, 
prayerful pilgrimage to the place where the Blessed 
Virgin Mary appeared to the three shepherd 
children in Fatima, Portugal with a message of 
peace and prayer. The cost is $2400.00 plus taxes 
and fees.  For further information please call:   
804-346-3049 or 336-765-1815.  You may also 
visit:  http://www.tedeumfoundation.org/fatima.htm 
to print the pilgrimage application. 
 
You are invited to join the Charismatic Prayer 
Group When: The third Monday of every month  
(May 19th)Where: St. Matthew Chapel at 7:30 pm. 
 
Don’t let arthritis derail your life. Join Atria 
Merrywood and the Arthritis Services for a lunch 
and learn program about “Arthritis…What You 
Need to Know.” Dr. Alan Elliott, of Arthritis and 
Osteoporosis Consultants of the Carolinas will offer 
useful information about coping with this painful 
condition. Tuesday, May 6th 11:30am - 1:00pm 
including lunch. Call 704-523-4949 to register.  
 
Tuesday, May 20th 11:30am -1:00pm Lunch and 
Learn Program offers How to stay balanced. 
Prevent falls. Partners in /Care will lead the 
discussion during the lunch program at Atria 
Merrywood on Park Road. Call 704-523-4949 and 
talk to Jennifer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lighthouse Catholic Media has a kiosk in the back 
of the church of select CD'S and brochures. 
There is a suggested donation of $3.00 per CD and 
50 cents per brochures. 
 
Bishop Peter J. Jugis will celebrate a Mass for 
U.S. military personnel on Sunday, July 6, 2008 at 
3:00pm at Saint Patrick Cathedral in Charlotte.  The 
Mass and rosary (to be recited at 2:30pm) will be 
offered for all military personnel who have died and 
for those who are now serving. All military 
personnel are invited to come in uniform. Photos of 
those who have died or who are now serving in the 
military will be displayed in the cathedral vestibule 
prior to the Mass. To include your loved one, please 
mail a color or black/white photocopy of them with 
their name and military rank on the back of the 
picture to Mrs. Nancy Weber, Office of the Bishop, 
1123 South Church Street, Charlotte, NC 28203 to 
be received no later than July 2, 2008. (Photocopies 
of pictures will not be returned). 
 
Bulletin deadline: 
Sunday, May 11th bulletin is due the 6th at noon. 
Sunday, May 18th bulletin is due the 13th at 12noon. 
 
The next Baptismal Preparation Class is Sunday, 
June 1st at 9:00am in the Allen Center. Please call 
the Church Office to register for this class. 

 
 

 
 704-525-4938 
 

St. Ann’s School News 
St. Ann’s School 

Visit the website at 
www.stannscatholicschool.com 

 
Protecting God’s Children Classes will be 
held at St. Ann’s School on Wednesday, 
May 28th at 6:30pm and Sunday, June 1st at 
9:30am.  
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 Do we ever take the initiative in 
giving our time, talent and treasure, or do we 
always wait to be asked? 
 
ST. ANN’S VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008:  
Mark your Calendars and put on your lab coats!!  
St. Ann’s is mixing up a terrific Vacation Bible 
School for this year.   
Come to the POWER LAB and discover Jesus’ 
miraculous powers!  It will be a fun-filled week of 
activities and bible stories.  We will have crafts, 
games, snacks and a lot of singing.  Children ages 4 
years old to rising 5th grades may register.  Pick up 
registration forms from the church office or look for 
them in the back of the church.   
VBS will run June 23rd – June 27th from 9:00am to 
12noon everyday.   
Friday we will have a wonderful closing ceremony 
and lunch that you will not want to miss.  Please 
sign up now for a wonderful discovery of the 
powers of Jesus.  For questions call Jean Asinger  
704-231-8369 or 704-334-5297. 
 
Circle of Hope is meeting at the Red Rocks 
Restaurant on Tuesday, May 13th at 6:30pm, please 
call Marcy at 704-554-1637 by Monday, May 12th if 
you can join us. 
 
 
If you are a volunteer for our Church : the 
Diocese of Charlotte has forms that need to be filled 
out. The forms are in the vestibule: “Volunteer 
Profile,” Background Check.  If you need to take 
the Protecting God’s Children course there is a 
current list, on: www.charlottediocese.org.  
The Oratory:  Call 803-327-2097 for a detailed 
booklet with retreats and seminars for the spring, 
summer of 2008. 
27th Summer Bible Institute will be held Sunday, 
July 20th to Friday, July 25, 2008. Old Testament 
with Fr. Michael Guinanm OFM “The Psalms: 
Model and Guide to Prayer” New Testament 
Margaret Nutting Ralph “And God said What?” 
Call The Oratory at 803-327-2097 for more details. 
 

 
 
Kamp Gabe 4 Kids Summer Day Camp for ages 
3 ½ to rising 6th graders. The hours are 10:00am – 
3:00pm They are a camp where children are 
allowed to be children through science, drama with 
arts and crafts, games and sports.  
Call 704-846-6558 or campgabe05@yahoo.com. 
 
Retreat and programs at Living Waters in 
Maggie Valley, NC – “Connecting with All of 
Nature in Prayer and Praise to Our Creator with Sr. 
Fran Grady, SCL, an opportunity to retreat in the 
Smokey Mountains in order to praise and honor 
God’s Creative and diverse beauty. Experience in 
interconnectedness of nature with the spiritual 
necessities of being silent, peaceful and respectful. 
The cost is $375. Call 8282-926-3833. 
 
As part of the diocesan combined collections 
program, the Collection for the Propagation of the 
Faith, the Church in Latin America, the Church in 
Central and Eastern Europe, Catholic Home 
Missions, and the United States Mission Collection 
have been combined into one second collection. 
That collection will be taken up at all Masses on the 
weekend of May 17-18. Next week you should 
receive a letter from our Chancellor and Vicar 
General, Msgr. Mauricio West with an informative 
brochure. Please take the time to read through the 
brochure and become more familiar with the good 
work done by each of these organizations. The 
envelope for this collection is part of your parish 
envelope packet.  
 
Join us to pray the Rosary to stop abortions at the 
Hebron Abortion Clinic off South Blvd.  
Every Saturday at 10:00am.  
 
Check out the table in the vestibule! Catholic 
Social Services serves families and individuals here 
in our community. You can be a very active part of 
CSS as they carry out Jesus’ example and answer 
the needs of so many in despair. Get familiar with 
our Catholic Faith at work, help strengthen CSS 
with your prayers, perhaps you will find a place to 
fit in and volunteer your talents.  
Call CSS at 704-370-3262. 
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Come Work In My Vine Yard  
Many Charlotte area charities are seeking volunteer 
workers to assist in their ministries. If you have 
some free time and feel to need to answer Christ 
message please call any of the agencies listed 
below: 
Second Harvest Food Bank  
 Mary Anna Richbourg 704-375-9639 x17 
Friendship Tray’s 
 704-333-9229 
Urban Ministry Center 
 Barbara Conrad 704-347-0278 x210 
Charlotte Emergency Housing 
 Andy Martin 704-335-5488 
 
Room At The Inn’s 8th Annual Golf Tournament, 
LINKS FORE LIFE, will take place Monday,  
May 19th, at Pine Island Country Club. All Players 
will receive lunch and beverages during the 
tournament, followed by dinner with a cash bar.  
($135.00.)  For registration information or 
sponsorship opportunities, contact Elizabeth Lux: 
704-525-4673 x13 or elizabethlux@rati.org. �
 
Living Waters 2008 – Call for a new calendar for 
2008 at the Living Waters Catholic Reflection 
Center in Maggie Valley, NC. Monday, June 16th – 
Sunday, June 22nd Sr. Fran Grady, SCL will speak 
about “Connecting With All of Nature in Prayer and 
Praise to Our Creator.” Call Living Waters at 828-
926-3833 or email at lwcrc@bellsouth.net 
 
Volleyball Camps: July 7th – July 9th high school 
camp; 5th -7th graders July 14th –July 17th; 8th and 
9th graders July 14th –July 18th; and July 21st –July 
24th  (different site). Camps run by Tim Leary, 
coach at CCHS and Betty Berry, coach at MPHS. 
Call Bettie at 704-301-7572.  
 
St. John Neumann Open Arms Weekday 
Preschool is taking applications for the 2008-2009 
school year. Ages 2, 3, 4, on or before October 16, 
2008. Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:30am 
– 12:30pm. For information or to register call 
Nancy at 704-535-4197 ext. 234 or 704-882-1918. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A baby, sick or healthy, should not be thought of as 
an inconvenience, but as a miracle. 
                                                                            -Congressman James Barcia 

 
Southern Caribbean Cruise with Fr. Herbert 
Burke and Fr. Christopher Davis on January 8th – 
16, 2009 to St. Lucia, St. Kitts, St. Maarten. Daily 
Mass and the Rosary offered. $100.00 onboard 
credit and free cocktail party. Prices begin at $1,504 
for tow. For information call Teri DeLuca at  
704-888-6050 delucajmj@bellsouth.net. 
 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Kannapolis, NC 
Mission is May 4th – 7th 7:00 – 9:00pm. The 
mission speaks about a way of life for individuals 
and for families. Mission Themes: Sunday: Jesus is 
Alive. Monday: Jesus Forgives and Forgets. 
Tuesday: Opening Our Hearts and Homes to Jesus. 
Wednesday: Building a Civilization of Love. For 
information visit www.saintjosephcatholic.org or 
call 704-932-4607. 
 
Pilgrimage to Greece and Turkey with Fr. James 
Hawker a 14 day Pilgrimage is planned, following 
the “Footsteps of St. Paul” in Greece and Turkey. 
The dates are October 7th -20, 2008. The itinerary 
includes two nights in Istanbul, one night each in 
Kavala, Thessaloniki, Kalambaka, and Delphi and 
three nights in Athens. A three day cruise to 
Mykonos, Rhodes, Patmos and Ephesus. The cost is 
$3,550 each. Airfare from Charlotte, Greensboro 
and Raleigh is included. Call John Tagnesi at  
1-888-544-4461. 
 
Charlotte’s first Catholic  broadcast “Sacred Heart 
Sunday” can now be heard on the Internet every 
Sunday between 12:00noon and 3:00pm in addition 
to AM 1220 WDYT Radio. Access the internet 
stream at www.1220wdyt.com. Click "Listen LIVE 
Now!" link on the left-hand side of the page.  You 
can also keep up-to-date with Charlotte Catholic 
radio www.sacredheartcommunications.org/ 
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The Ascension of the Lord 

 
STARING INTO THE SKY 

 We have choices to make in this Christian life. One choice is to be frozen, like the disciples just as Jesus ascends 
into heaven. They stand there and stare up into the sky, probably waiting for Jesus to return to them immediately. Too 
often we, too, take this stance. We stare into the sky, waiting to discover the presence of the Lord. Unfortunately, this 
choice will yield few results, if any. It is the Lord himself who summons us to opt for a second choice. That choice 
involves us turning our gaze from the sky to the world around us. He says, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations . . . And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19, 20).  
 

GRACE BUILDS ON NATURE 
 A seminary theology professor of mine was always reminding us of this second choice with the words, 
“Gentlemen, remember that grace builds on nature.” It is through the world around us—through those God has planted 
into our experience—that God will be revealed. People who are involved in the Church’s work of Christian initiation learn 
this through their ministry. As they listen to the stories of people who are experiencing deep conversion, they begin to 
meet the Lord in new ways. It is as if the Lord Jesus is being born again right before their very eyes. Perhaps in the past 
you have heard today’s Gospel mandate and cast it aside saying, “Oh, Jesus really meant those words for priests, and I’m 
certainly not a priest.” Perhaps today’s feast is the opportunity to realize that these words are meant for each one of us. If 
grace does build on nature, let’s open our eyes to possibilities of discovering Christ all around us, rather than staring 
blankly into the sky. 
 
Today’s Readings: Acts 1:1–11; Psalm 47:2–3, 6–9; Ephesians 1:17–23; Matthew 28:16–20  
 
Copyright © 2007, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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The Ascension of the Lord, May 4, 2008 
He was lifted up, and a cloud took him from their sight.  
— Acts 1:9 
 
SHARE THE HOPE 
 The readings for today’s celebration of the 
Ascension of the Lord once again remind us that as 
Christians we are people of hope. In the second reading 
Saint Paul eloquently exhorts the Ephesians to enlighten 
their hearts so that they will know the hope and glory 
that come from being people who place their trust in the 
Lord Jesus. In the story of the Ascension, recounted in 
the first reading, the Lord Jesus assures the disciples that 
the Holy Spirit’s power will come upon them. Finally, in 
the Gospel, the Lord lets the disciples know that their 
mission is to spread the hope of the gospel to all the 
nations. This wonderful feast keeps our eyes focused on 
the hope in which we were grounded on the day of our 
baptism. 
© Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
TODAY’S READINGS  
First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will 
be witnesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11). 
Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 
blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47). 
Second Reading — May the Father of glory give you a 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17-23). 
Gospel — Jesus instructs the eleven to baptize and teach 
people of all nations (Matthew 28:16-20). 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b 
or 
 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104; 
 Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39 
 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 
 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 
 

HEAVEN 
 The world is only peopled to people heaven. 
—St. Francis de Sales 
 

SPARKS 
 Every believer in the world must become a spark 
of light. 
—Blessed Pope John XXIII 

 
 
 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
Sunday: The Ascension of the Lord 
Monday: Cinco de Mayo 
Saturday: Vigil of Pentecost; 
 Blessed Damien Joseph de Veuster of Moloka’i 
 
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 The fact that many monastic churches do not 
have a prominent tabernacle shapes the patterns of 
liturgical prayer. Monastic communities often protect the 
ancient value of “receiving from the same sacrifice,” 
meaning that the communicants are assured that what 
they eat and drink in the Holy Mysteries actually comes 
from the same celebration. It surprises many to learn that 
the Church does not foresee, nor does it provide for, 
Communion of the faithful from the reserved Sacrament. 
Liturgical laws have long defended your right to receive 
from the same sacrifice, the same Mass that you attend. 
 At one time, of course, the bread for the 
Eucharist was the ordinary bread of the day, except 
unleavened, probably prepared at home. It was broken 
and distributed to the faithful. Early on the loaf itself 
was referred to as the hostia in Latin, meaning the 
“sacrifice,” the same word for the sacrificial animal in 
Jewish worship, and for Jesus as the Lamb of God. By 
giving his life on the cross, Jesus became the hostia for 
us. To this day in the Greek Church, one of the tasks of 
the priest’s wife is to bake the bread for the Divine 
Liturgy, sometimes in a bakery oven dedicated to that 
purpose and called a “Bethlehem.” 
 Today’s familiar individual hosts first appeared 
in the eleventh century at about the time when 
tabernacles were coming into use. The turn away from 
“bready” bread allowed the hosts to be reserved since 
they did not spoil like regular bread, and made the 
annual “Easter duty” counts easier. 
—Rev. James Field, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 
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Votaciones: Una decisión de carácter moral se nos 
viene rápidamente en las elecciones de Carolina del 
Norte el 2 de mayo y en  las elecciones 
presidenciales el 4 de noviembre, enfrentamos una 
decisión muy difícil de tomar ya que como católicos 
debemos considerar nuestra moral antes que nada.�
Votar por un candidato que esta de acuerdo con el 
aborto pero en contra de la pena de muerte?�Votar 
por un candidato que apoya el matrimonio 
homosexual pero no apoya la guerra en Irak?�Estas 
preguntas son contestadas en la “Guía de votación 
para Católicos serios” que esta disponible en el 
vestíbulo, a la entrada de la Iglesia, gracias al 
“Comité de Respeto a la Vida”�
 
Celebraciones, Fiestas, Bautizos, Matrimonios.... Los 
mejores precios $$$ en la ciudad! Llame a  
Charlie al 704-523-4641 o 704-398-0879. 
 
NOTICIA SOLO PARA JOVENES TODOS 
LOS JOVENES EN LAS EDADES DE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL DE SANTA ANA están invitados a 
unirse al Grupo juvenil de Middle school de la 
parroquia de Santa Ana, esta es una hermosa 
oportunidad de conocer y hacer amigos de tu edad y 
crear una comunidad de Fe a través de la 
confraternidad y servicio. ¿PREGUNTAS? Por 
favor contacte a  
Dottie Sue Fowler a 704-679-3832   
Macy y Gloria Ruiz a 704-752-8659. 
 
The Knights of Columbus están buscando nuevos 
miembros entre los hombres de 18 a 55 de la 
iglesia. Para unírsenos contacte a Charlie  al 704-
398-0879 al correo electrónico cjnesto@msn.com. 
Knights of Columbus ofrecen un Bingo cada  
jueves a la 7:00pm en la cafetería.  

Ceramica Tenemos un salón con moldes, arcilla, 
pinturas, un horno y gente encantada de ayudarlo a 
comenzar. Venga Martes en la mañana de 9:00 a 
12:00pm. Sábados a las 10:00am Cree los regalos 
de Navidad para amigos y familia.  
Bob 704-523-1182. 
 
El 25 de Mayo, es la fiesta de Corpus Christi, el 
Cuerpo y la Sangre de Cristo. Para celebrar 
este día tan importante, tendremos una procesión 
Eucarística alrededor de la propiedad parroquial 
después de la misa de las 10:30 a.m. -antes de la 
misa de las 12;30 p.m-. Por favor, planea 
acompañarnos en esta bella celebración. Durante la 
procesión, haremos tres estaciones en tres altares 
por fuera para recibir la Bendición. En preparación 
para éste maravilloso evento, en el cual rendimos 
honor al Jesucristo en la Eucaristía, necesitamos 
ayuda para organizar y decorar los altares con flores 
y velas. Si estás interesado en ayudar, por favor 
contacta a Robin Davis. 
 
DE INMEDIATO SE NECESITAN: sopranos, 
bajos, cantores y organistas 
“ Es a través de los ministros de música que la 
alegría de nuestra fe, el lamento de nuestros 
aflgidos, el llanto de los pobres y los grandes 
himnos de acción de gracias resuenan en el trono de 
Dios.” 
 
Preguntas/Inquietudes acerca de nuestros planes 
de construcción:  
Clay Presley, Campaña de Construccion  
704-907-7914 claywork@aol.com  
Cheryl Sutton, Equipo de Oración,  
704-375-5482 Rsutton4@carolina.rr.com  
Jeff Rothe, Comunicados / Mercadeo  
704-342-3400 jrothe@selmarq.com 
 
Su iglesia y la comunidad, ofrece muchas  
oportunidades para usar su tiempo y talento al  
servicio de Dios. Si tiene interes en servir en la misa 
como monaguillo, ministro de la Eucaristía, lector, 
etc. favor de llamar a Robin Davis 704-806-2434. 
 
Para mayor información y/o inscripción visite la 
pagina web www.charlottevigil.org o contáctese 
con Andrea Hines por teléfono al 704-996-4597.  
 

 
Servicio Bilingüe: Domingos a las 12:30pm. 
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La Ascensión del Señor 
 

MIRANDO AL CIELO 
 Debemos tomar algunas decisiones en esta vida cristiana. Una de ellas es permanecer 
serenos, como los discípulos mientras Jesús asciende a los cielos. Ellos quedan parados allí y 
miran hacia el cielo, probablemente esperando que Jesús regrese a ellos inmediatamente. Muchas 
veces nosotros también tomamos esta postura. Miramos al cielo, esperando descubrir la presencia 
del Señor. Lamentablemente, esta opción dará poco o ningún resultado. Es el Señor el que nos 
pide que elijamos una segunda opción. Esa opción implica que fijemos nuestra mirada más bien 
en el mundo en torno, que en el cielo. Él dice, “Vayan, pues, y enseñen a todas las naciones . . . Y 
sepan que yo estaré con ustedes todos los días, hasta el fin del mundo.” (Mateo 28:19, 20) 
 

LA GRACIA SE NUTRE DE LA NATURALEZA 
 Un profesor de teología que tuve en el seminario siempre nos recordaba esta segunda 
opción con las palabras, “Caballeros, recuerden que la gracia se nutre de la naturaleza.” Es por 
medio del mundo a nuestro alrededor –mediante todo aquello que Dios ha puesto en nuestro 
camino– que Dios será revelado. Las personas que participan de la labor de la Iglesia en la 
iniciación cristiana aprenden esto mediante su ministerio. Mientras escuchan historias de personas 
que están viviendo una conversión profunda, comienzan a conocer al Señor de nuevas maneras. 
Es como si el Señor Jesús naciese otra vez ante sus propios ojos. Tal vez has oído antes el 
mandato del evangelio de hoy y lo has ignorado diciendo, “¡Oh!, cuando dijo esas palabras Jesús 
seguramente tenía en mente a los sacerdotes, y yo no soy sacerdote”. Tal vez la fiesta de hoy sea 
la oportunidad para darnos cuenta de que estas palabras están dirigidas a cada uno de nosotros. Si 
la gracia verdaderamente se nutre de la naturaleza, abramos los ojos a la posibilidad de encontrar 
a Cristo a nuestro alrededor en vez de mirar perplejos al cielo. 
Lecturas de hoy: Hechos 1:1–11; Salmo 47:2–3, 6–9; Efesios 1:17–23; Mateo 28:16–20  
 
Copyright © 2007, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

 
 


